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Digging history pp Easter Island
When went to Rapa Nui for two The Rapa Nui story could hold Statues up to 30 feet high and 60 tons

BY MARION SOFTKY weeks of archeological digging expected lesson for our time population increae were hauled by ropes levers rollers and

to be interested. But the trip was far more highly organized society environment sheer manpower for miles over rough rock

By most accounts Rapa Nui exciting. was stirred beyond my wildest abused obsessive religion cooperation paths and elevated on elaborately con
known elsewhere as Easter Jsland is the dreams at the human drama being giving way to competition revolution and structed platforms orahu by hand.

remotest spot on earth. gradually unfolded by generations of war new cult and destruction of the old On top of the larger statues were placed
Small wonder the natives call it Te archeologists combined with local legend. idols decline into warring factions hiding topknots huge cylinders ofred volcanic

Pito te Henua meaning in the local From studies of the ceremonial sites out in fortified caves. rock quarried at yet another place on the

Polynesian tongue the navel of the and refuge caves such as the one was
threshold oint was reached

jsnid1

world
digging in from the homes chicken

about 1680 when thesocial system could Overcoming these challengesvolcanic dot in the middle of the houses and earth ovens oftheinhabitants
ti lilA no longer support itself and could no bespeaks an awesome industrial effort andoutii racilic isapa iU1 15 uu mites from the birdman netrolvnhs and

longer support the religious system sophisticated organization by peoplefrom merica. chieftains houses at Orongo emerges
suggested Dr. Christopher Stevenson who had no metal not even pottery no

worldby handful of flightsa 1CUtUr
tale of the growth and decline of

archeologist in charge of our Earthwatch draft animals and disappearing forests

between Santiago in Chile and Papeete in That culture stemmed from few
f1thesialstemI orvice vers The large Æhus with their statues

Tahiti And by monstrous long runway canocloads of Polynesians who voyaged topknots crematonums plazas and

rently enlarged to accept the American across thousands of miles of ocean to What struck me most about Rapa seawalls reflect heavy investment in

space snuule barren island of 59 square miles where Nui is the sheer number of the huge stone architecture that requires massive

Yet Rapa Nui great stone heads there were no large animals no snakes and heads Not just few but hundreds of expenditure of labor Dr. Stevenson tx
images of ancestors with their backs to the no poisonous insects. heir culture these moai were hacked by hand with plained. So the chiefs had to control th
ocean staring inscrutably towards des evolved in isolation from the rest of the stone tools out ofvolcanic tuffinacential population and extract surplus pro
cendants long dead have caught thc world foz 300 years until Dutch ship quarry by forebears of the friendly natives duction which they put into these ahus.

imagination of the wor made alandlall on haste Sundaym 1722 who inhabit the island today Cortinued on next page
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